
Gustavus Adolphus Hall 1628 E. Lake Street

The Gustavus II Adolphus Society was founded in 1886 to create a community
for  Swedish  men.  The  founding  members  created  a  program  of  debates,
lectures, music, singing and athletics.  The motto of the group became “Unity,
Equality,  Brotherhood,  Progress.”  Younger as well  as older people joined the
society and in 1893 it was officially chartered by the State of Minnesota as a
fraternal organization. In 1924, the Society erected a building at 1628 E. Lake
Street. In the 1950s, membership grew as the society reached out to the direct
descendants of Swedish immigrants. The Lake Street building was sold in 1995,
destroyed by fire in 2004 and torn down in 2008.



The Salvation Army 1604 E. Lake Street

In the 1970s the South Minneapolis branch of the Salvation Army still hosted a
Swedish-language Christmas service with an old-time string band and Swedish
male chorus.

Salvation Army String Band in St. Paul, 1928



Ingebretsen’s 1601 E. Lake Street

In  1921,  young  Norwegian  immigrant  Charles  Ingebretsen  opened  a  meat
market, named The Model Market. His meat market served the predominantly
Scandinavian  neighborhoods  nearby.  As  the  economy changed,  chain  stores
developed as competition for small neighborhood proprietors. In the 1970s, the
owners added a gift shop and became “Ingebretsen’s Scandinavian Center.” The
Ingebretsen family’s store reflects larger changes that have occurred in American
culture  throughout  the  twentieth  century.  Adapting  to  changing  desires  of
consumers, Ingebretsen’s has become a symbol of the enduring cultural legacy
of Scandinavian Americans in the Twin Cities.



Northland Poster Collective 1613 E. Lake Street



Joe Hill (1879–1915) was a Swedish-born labor activist, songwriter, and member
of  the  Industrial  Workers  of  the  World.  His  most  famous songs include "The
Preacher and the Slave" (in which he coined the phrase "pie in the sky"), "The
Tramp", "There is Power in a Union", "The Rebel Girl", and "Casey Jones — the
Union Scab", which express the harsh and combative life of itinerant workers,
and call for workers to organize their efforts to improve working conditions.

The Northland Poster Collective sold the two pictures of Joe Hill shown above.



IOGT Hall 2926 Cedar Avenue S.

The Vasa Order’s Runeberg Lodge had monthly meetings at the Good Templar
Center  on  Cedar  Avenue,  where  Scandinavian  dances  were  also  held  on  a
regular basis.
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